PRUSSIC.
The presence of a metallic oxide serves to fix the con-
*stituents ofprussic acid, and to prevent them from being
acted upon by water or any other body. Hence those
salts into which a metallic oxide enters are much more
permanent in their nature, and of course may be used
for chemical purposes.
Prussic acid then may be prepared as a reagent in
four states: 1. In a state of purity, either gaseous or
dissolved in water* 2. Uuited to alkalies. 3.-United
to alkalies and metallic oxides at once in the state oi a
neutral salt. 4- United to metallic oxides alone.
1'j*. In the state of prussic acid its action on metallic   Action on
f                                                                  metals,
solutions is  but feeble.     Of all  the metallic solutions
tried -by Scheele,  pure prussic acid occasioned only a
precipitate in three : namely,
1. Nitrate of silver precipitated white.
j2. Nitrate -of -mercury............black*
3. Carbonate of iron.............green becoi^ingblue*
it has no action on the ox'des of
1.  Platinum,         4- Lead,             7. Manganese,
2.  Iron,               5. Bismuth,        8- Arsenic,
3.  Tin*                -6. Antimony,     9. Molybdenum.
10.  Gold precipitated by the alkaline carbonates is
rendered white by this acid.
11.  It disengages carbonic acid.from the oxide of
silver, precipitated by the same alkalies ; but the oxide
remains white.
12.  It dissolves red oxide of mercury, and forms with
it a salt which may be obtained in crystals.
13.  Oxide of copper precipitated bj carbonate of pot-
ash effervesces in it,  and acquires a slight orange yel-
low colour,
J4. Cteide of iron, precipitated from the sulphate of